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BARTON 1792 DISTILLERY BOURBON AWARDED GOLD AT 2017 SAN 

FRANCISCO WORLD SPIRITS COMPETITION 
Four other Barton 1792 whiskies awarded silver 

  

BARDSTOWN, KENTUCKY (May 5, 2017) –The results from the 2017 San Francisco 

World Spirits Competition are in and Barton 1792 Distillery received a gold medal for its 1792 

Sweet Wheat Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey. In total, Barton 1792 Distillery received five 

medals from the competition, including four silver medals. 

This year, 43 spirits experts convened to judge a record breaking entry of over 2,100 spirits.  

1792 Sweet Wheat Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey received a high honor of gold. 

The gold medal is given to exceptional spirits that sets the standard for its category. 

Other Barton 1792 Distillery whiskies recognized by the SFWSC included Kentucky 

Tavern Kentucky Straight Bourbon, 1792 Small Batch Kentucky Straight Bourbon, 1792 Full 

Proof Kentucky Straight Bourbon and 1792 Single Barrel Kentucky Straight Bourbon, which all 

received silver medals.  

This competition is associated with the Triple Crown of Competitions (The San Francisco 

International Wine Competition and New York World Wine and Spirits Competition), and 

continues to be highly respected and the most influential spirits competition after 17 years.  

The SFWSC is judged by a panel of the spirit industry’s most renowned judges, who start 

the competition with a blind taste test and evaluate each spirit on an individual basis. 

 Results from the 2017 San Francisco World Spirits Competition can be found at 

http://sfspiritscomp.com/results/overview.     

 

 

Sydney 

Marketing Service Intern   

www.buffalotracemediakit.com 
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About Barton 1792 Distillery 

Barton 1792 Distillery is part of Barton Brands.  Barton Brands has facilities in Bardstown, 

Ky., Carson, Calif., and Baltimore, Md. Barton Brands is owned by the Sazerac Company, an 

American family-owned company based in New Orleans, La. Barton 1792 Distillery was 

established in 1879 and continues today as the oldest fully-operating Distillery in the “Bourbon 

Capital of the World.” The Distillery is located on 196 acres and includes 28 warehouses, 22 other 

buildings, the Morton Spring and the Tom Moore Spring.  Distilling, aging and bottling fine 

Bourbon whiskey are hallmarks of the historic Barton 1792 Distillery. 1792 Small Batch Bourbon 

Whiskey is produced at Barton 1792 Distillery. This whiskey is named for the year Kentucky 

became a state and is the recent gold medal winner at the 2015 Los Angeles International Wine & 

Spirits Competition. To learn more visit www.1792bourbon.com. 
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A. SMITH BOWMAN DISTILLERY AWARDED DOUBLE GOLD FOR 

ITS DEEP RUN VODKA AT THE 2017 SAN FRANCISCO WORLD 

SPIRITS COMPETITION 

Two other A. Smith Bowman spirits received gold and silver. 

  

FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA (May 5, 2017) – At this year’s San Francisco World 

Spirits Competition, Deep Run Virginia Vodka from A. Smith Bowman Distillery won the highest 

honor, a double gold medal. In total, A. Smith Bowman received three medals from the 

competition. 

This year, 43 spirits experts convened to judge a record breaking entry of over 2,100 spirits 

from all over the world.  

Deep Run Virginia Vodka was judged as one of the finest products in the world. The double 

gold medal is given only if every judge awards a gold medal to the product and only few entries 

receive it. 

Other A. Smith Bowman spirits that were recognized included John J. Bowman Single 

Barrel Virginia Straight Bourbon, which was awarded gold and Bowman Brothers Small Batch 

Virginia Straight Bourbon, which received silver.  

This competition is associated with the Triple Crown of Competitions (The San Francisco 

International Wine Competition and New York World Wine and Spirits Competition), and 

continues to be highly respected and the most influential spirits competition after 17 years.  

The SFWSC is judged by a panel of the spirit industry’s most renowned judges including 

award-winning authors, buyers, journalists, educators and bar owners, who rate each spirit based 

off a blind taste test. 

  

Results from the 2017 San Francisco World Spirits Competition can be found at 

http://sfspiritscomp.com/results/overview.  

Sydney 
Marketing Service Intern   
www.buffalotracemediakit.com 
 

http://sfspiritscomp.com/results/overview
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About A. Smith Bowman 

A. Smith Bowman's distilling roots date back to the years before Prohibition when the 

Bowman family had a granary and dairy farm in Sunset Hills, Virginia. They used excess grain 

from the family estate to distill spirits. In 1934, after the Repeal of Prohibition, Abram Smith 

Bowman and his sons continued the family tradition and built a more modern distillery in Fairfax 

County, Virginia called Sunset Hills Farm.  The Distillery was moved in 1988 and is now nestled 

in Spotsylvania County near the city of Fredericksburg, 60 miles away from the original location. 

As a small and privately owned company, A. Smith Bowman Distillery continues the time-

honored traditions on which it was founded. Considered a micro-distillery by today's standards, 

A. Smith Bowman produces an assortment of hand-crafted spirits distilled from only the finest 

natural ingredients and using the latest technology. This micro-distillery focuses on the 

production of premium spirits honoring the legacy of Virginia's first settlers. Its various brands 

have won more than 100 awards in the past five years, including “World’s Best Bourbon” in 2016 

for its Abraham Bowman Port Finished Bourbon and again in 2017 for its John J. Bowman Single 

Barrel at the World Whisky Awards.  For more information on A. Smith Bowman, please visit 

www.asmithbowman.com.  
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TWO BOURBONS FROM BARTON 1792 DISTILLERY AWARDED 

DOUBLE GOLD AT 2016 NEW YORK WORLD WINE AND SPIRITS 

COMPETITION 

  

BARDSTOWN, KENTUCKY (Sept. 16, 2016) –The results from the 2016 New York 

World Wine & Spirits Competition are in, and Barton 1792 Distillery received two double gold 

medals for its 1792 Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey Single Barrel and Zackariah Harris 

Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey. In total 1792 received four medals from the competition. 

This year, the number of brand entries increased by 50 percent and NYWWSC reported 

that the quality of the brands ranked superior.  

1792 Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey Single Barrel and Zackariah Harris Kentucky 

Straight Bourbon Whiskey each received the highest honor, the double gold medal. The double 

gold medal is given only if every judge awards a gold medal to the product. 

Other Barton’s 1792 Distillery products recognized by the NYWWSC included 1792 Small 

Batch Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey and Kentucky Tavern Kentucky Straight Bourbon 

Whiskey. 1792 Small Batch Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey received gold and Kentucky 

Tavern Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey received silver.  

This competition is associated with the Triple Crown of Competitions (The San Francisco 

International Wine Competition and The San Francisco World Spirits Competition), and is in its 

sixth year.  The NYWWSC aims to promote the quality and excellence of the world's best wines, 

spirits and liqueurs.  

The NYWWSC is judged by a panel of the spirit industry’s most renowned judges 

including award-winning authors, buyers, journalists, educators and bar owners, who rate each 

spirit on a 100-point scale 

Results from the 2016 New York World Wine and Spirits Competition can be found at 

http://www.nyworldwineandspiritscompetition.com/.  

Sydney  
Marketing Service Intern   
www.buffalotracemediakit.com 
 

http://www.nyworldwineandspiritscompetition.com/
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About Barton 1792 Distillery 

Barton 1792 Distillery is part of Barton Brands.  Barton Brands has facilities in Bardstown, 

Ky., Carson, Calif., and Baltimore, Md. Barton Brands is owned by the Sazerac Company, an 

American family-owned company based in New Orleans, La. Barton 1792 Distillery was 

established in 1879 and continues today as the oldest fully-operating Distillery in the “Bourbon 

Capital of the World.” The Distillery is located on 196 acres and includes 28 warehouses, 22 other 

buildings, the Morton Spring and the Tom Moore Spring.  Distilling, aging and bottling fine 

Bourbon whiskey are hallmarks of the historic Barton 1792 Distillery. 1792 Small Batch Bourbon 

Whiskey is produced at Barton 1792 Distillery. This whiskey is named for the year Kentucky 

became a state and is the recent gold medal winner at the 2015 Los Angeles International Wine & 

Spirits Competition. To learn more visit www.1792bourbon.com. 
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BUFFALO TRACE DISTILLERY WINS TOP AWARDS AT 2016 NEW 

YORK WORLD WINE AND SPIRITS COMPETITION 
Spirits awarded one double gold medal, four gold medals, and total of eight medals won  

  
 FRANKFORT, FRANKLIN COUNTY, KY (Sept. 27, 2016) – Buffalo Trace Distillery 

has a lot to celebrate after the results from the 2016 New York World Wine and Spirits competition 

were released. The Distillery received double gold for its Benchmark Old No. 8 Kentucky Straight 

Bourbon Whiskey, in addition to claiming four gold and three silver medals.  

“We are flattered to receive these awards. To be ranked so highly by such a prestigious 

competition is a great feeling,” Master Distiller Harlen Wheatley said. “We take a strong pride in 

our whiskey making and we are very honored by each of the awards our products were given.” 

This year, the number of brand entries increased by 50 percent and the NYWWSC reported 

that the quality of the brands entered ranked superior. The competition had more top medal winners 

than has been seen in the past several years.  

Those brands awarded Gold included:  

• Buffalo Trace Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey 

• Eagle Rare Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey  

• Blanton’s Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey  

• Old Weller Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey  

      Those brands awarded Silver were: 

• Col. E.H. Taylor Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey  

• Sazerac Straight Rye Whiskey 

• Wheatley Vodka  

Contact:  Sydney 
Marketing Service Intern   
www.buffalotracemediakit.com 
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Benchmark Old No. 8 Kentucky Straight Bourbon Whiskey received the highest honor, the 

double gold medal. The double gold medal is given only if every judge awards a gold medal to the 

product.  

This competition is associated with the Triple Crown of Competitions (The San Francisco 

International Wine Competition and The San Francisco World Spirits Competition), and is in its 

sixth year. The NYWWSC is judged by a panel of the spirit industry’s most renowned judges 

including award-winning authors, buyers, journalists, educators and bar owners, who rate each 

spirit on a 100-point scale. 

Results from the 2016 New York World Wine and Spirits Competition can be found at 

http://www.nyworldwineandspiritscompetition.com/.  

 

About Buffalo Trace Distillery 

Buffalo Trace Distillery is an American family-owned company based in Frankfort, 

Franklin County, Kentucky. The Distillery's rich tradition dates back to 1773 and includes 

such legends as E.H. Taylor, Jr., George T. Stagg, Albert B. Blanton, Orville Schupp, and 

Elmer T. Lee.  Buffalo Trace Distillery is a fully operational Distillery producing bourbon, 

rye and vodka on site and is a National Historic Landmark as well as is listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places. The Distillery has won 17 distillery titles since 2000 from such 

notable publications as Whisky Magazine, Whisky Advocate Magazine and Wine Enthusiast 

Magazine. It was named “Brand Innovator of the Year” by Whisky Magazine at its Icons of 

Whisky America Awards 2015.  Buffalo Trace Distillery has also garnered more than 300 

awards for its wide range of premium whiskies. To learn more about Buffalo Trace Distillery 

visit www.buffalotracedistillery.com.  To download images from Buffalo Trace Distillery, 

visit www.buffalotracemediakit.com. 

 

           ### 
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BUFFALO TRACE DISTILLERY’S FIFTEENTH ANNUAL 

5K RACE TOOK PLACE THIS JULY 4TH  
First Place Female Breaks Race Record; Nearly $14,000 Donated to local V.F.W for city 

fireworks show  
  

 FRANKFORT, FRANKLIN COUNTY, KY (July 6, 2016) – There was more to 

celebrate at Buffalo Trace Distillery’s Great Buffalo Chase 5K than it being the 15th annual race, 

when the record for the best female time was broken by three seconds. Held the morning of July 

4th, participants came from all over the nation to take part in the race, rain or shine.  

 Monicah Ngige was the top female runner with a finishing time of 15:49, breaking the top 

female record by three seconds, and earning her an additional $1,000 bonus in addition to her 

$3,000 first place purse. Following behind Ngige for second and third place were Nancy Nzisa 

with a time of 15:58 and Gladys Kipsoi with a time of 16:08.  

John Wanjiku was the top male runner and finished with a time of 13:44:8. Very close 

behind him for second place was Silas Kipruto at 13:44:9. It was a nail bitter to say the least. In 

third place was Hillary Too with a time of 13:46.   

 To start off the festivities, a finalist from the television show “America’s Got Talent,” 

Benton Blount, sang the national anthem as runners took their mark, and WKYT television news 

anchor Amber Philpott was onsite to emcee the event. The race started promptly at 8 a.m.  

 After the race, an award ceremony was held for the top runners for male and female as well 

as for each age group. Cash prizes as well as trophies were awarded to the top male and female 

runners to commemorate their win. 

The top six overall male and female runners were awarded in the following amounts: 

$3,000 for first place, $2,500 for second place, $2,000 for third place, $1,000 for fourth place, 

$500 for fifth place, and $250 for sixth place. Special to this year’s race one-time only cash prizes 

Contact:  Sydney 
Marketing Service Intern   
www.buffalotracemediakit.com 
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were given to the fourth through sixth place male and female runners in addition to awarding the 

top three overall male and female runners as per tradition.   

The certified race route started on Distillery grounds and wound through historic aging 

warehouses, production facilities and lots of beautiful scenery before finishing up at the Visitor’s 

Center. Runners were given commemorative 15th anniversary T-shirts showing how the Great 

Buffalo Chase has evolved over the past 15 years. Representatives from Buffalo Trace Distillery 

will present the check from the race proceeds to VFW Post 4075 later this month, which they will 

use to fund the annual Fourth of July fireworks show for the city of Frankfort.  

 

About Buffalo Trace Distillery 

Buffalo Trace Distillery is an American family-owned company based in Frankfort, 

Franklin County, Kentucky. The Distillery's rich tradition dates back to 1773 and includes 

such legends as E.H. Taylor, Jr., George T. Stagg, Albert B. Blanton, Orville Schupp, and 

Elmer T. Lee.  Buffalo Trace Distillery is a fully operational Distillery producing bourbon, 

rye and vodka on site and is a National Historic Landmark as well as is listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places. The Distillery has won 17 distillery titles since 2000 from such 

notable publications as Whisky Magazine, Whisky Advocate Magazine and Wine Enthusiast 

Magazine. It was named “Brand Innovator of the Year” by Whisky Magazine at its Icons of 

Whisky America Awards 2015.  Buffalo Trace Distillery has also garnered more than 300 

awards for its wide range of premium whiskies. To learn more about Buffalo Trace Distillery 

visit www.buffalotracedistillery.com.  To download images from Buffalo Trace Distillery 

visit www.buffalotracemediakit.com. 
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Starting a New School Year, the Healthy Way 
Tips for a Healthy Back to School Transition 
8/18/2015 
 
Cincinnati (August 18, 2015) – August has officially started, which means the school 
year is vastly approaching. It is time to bring out the lunchboxes, backpacks and the 
number two pencils. Before starting that back to school shopping, Gwendolyn Welsh, 
MD, The Christ Hospital Physicians – Primary Care recommends following these tips for 
a healthy back to school transition: 
 
1. Establish an early routine. At least two weeks before school starts adjust your child’s 
schedule. For example, change their bedtime to make sure they get at least eight to 
nine hours of sleep. Many kids need at least nine hours or more to get a good night 
sleep.     
 
2. Good eating habits start early. It is important to have a good breakfast to start your 
day. Some kids can be picky so take them to the grocery store with you so they can pick 
healthy foods that they will enjoy. Also, lunch plays a role with how the rest of the day 
will go, make sure they have at least two to three items that are healthy.  
 
3. Get acquainted with the school. Some kids might be heading to a different building 
within the district. Before school starts try to bring your child to their school so they can 
see where their classroom is and their locker or cubby is located. It will help your child 
to be less stressed or nervous on the first day. If you have any concerns, make sure to 
contact your child’s teacher before school starts so they are aware of your concerns. 
 
4. Check the school bus route and safety. Before the first day, make sure your child 
knows their bus number and what time the bus arrives. When your child is on the bus, 
make sure they know the rules set by the National Safety Council. For example, they 
should learn the hand sign the bus drivers gives when it is ok to cross the street.  
 
 
5. Exercise. After a long school day, it is important that kids get at least an hour or more 
of physical of activity. It gives their brain a break as well as helps them sleep better at 
night. Also, you can join them as well so you can get your daily dose of exercise. 
 
6. Support. Talk to your child before school starts and set some goals for this coming 
school year as well as set expectations you want from them. Also, try talking to them 
more about their day. Usually the only response parents get from their kids after school 
is “fine’ or “good”. It might be difficult at first, but be sure to ask every day.  
 
Looking for a primary care doctor to help you get the most out of life? Dr. Welsh is 
accepting new patients in Greater Cincinnati and can be reached at 513-347-6922. 
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About The Christ Hospital Health Network: The Christ Hospital Health Network is an 
acute care hospital located in Mt. Auburn with five ambulatory centers and 181 
neighborhood offices conveniently located throughout the Greater Cincinnati area. Its 
mission is to improve the health of the community and to create patient value by 
providing exceptional outcomes, affordable care and the finest experiences. Led by the 
region’s Most Preferred Hospital (National Research Corporation) for 19 consecutive 
years, the network is dedicated to transforming care by delivering integrated, 
individualized healthcare and wellness services through its comprehensive physician 
network and advanced specialty service. The Christ Hospital is among only 6% of 
hospitals in the nation to be awarded Magnet recognition for nursing excellence and 
among the top 5% of hospitals in the country for patient satisfaction. For more than 125 
years, The Christ Hospital has provided compassionate care to all those it serves. 
 
                    ### 
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MEDIA CONTACT: Sydney 

 

 

Protect Yourself during the Holiday Weekend 
The Survival Guide for the Fourth of July  

Cincinnati (July 2, 2015) – July has finally arrived, which means it is time to start grilling 

up some barbeque, take out your swimsuits and get some great exercise at your community pool. 

And while you are having fun in the sun during your Fourth of July weekend, you always have to 

be cautious about your safety. 

 Jeffery Craven, MD, of The Christ Hospital Physicians – Urgent Care recommends you 

follow these safety tips to help keep you safe during the holiday weekend: 

Firework Safety 

 Always read and follow the label. It is important that you read every single detail on the 

firework directions and warnings.  

 Always have water handy. Just in case a fire was to happen make sure you have a 

garden hose or a bucket of water handy to extinguish a flame. It’s also recommended to wear 

safety goggles at all times when attempting to set off fireworks. 

 Only light fireworks on smooth, flat surface. Nothing around the fireworks should be 

flammable like dry leaves and should not be facing the house. 

 Only one is enough. Light only one firework at a time. 

 Never approach a ‘dud’ or failed firework without precaution. Douse a failed 

firework with water before approaching it.  

 Dispose of fireworks properly. First soak them in water and dispose of them in a trash 

can. 
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 Always wear eye protection. Fireworks are known to do more damage on the eyes and 

can cause serious injuries. Before you light up a firework make sure you have protective goggles 

on.   

Water Safety 

 Learn CPR. It is important that all people of all ages know how to perform CPR. Just 

remember to call 911, do 30 compressions on the chest and give two breathes. Knowing those 

three steps can save someone’s life. 

Never swim alone. Make sure that you always have someone with you while you swim 

just in case something were to occur. 

Never dive, unless you know how deep the water is. Diving into a shallow pool can 

cause major head injuries. Instead jump in legs first.  

Know your limits. Do not go into areas of water that you cannot handle.  

Wear a life preserver when boating. While boating you never know what will happen, 

so be prepared ahead of time by wearing a life preserver even when you know how to swim.  

Bug Spray Safety  

 Follow the label. Every bug spray is different so make sure you read the label before 

applying to your skin. 

 Apply repellent sparingly. Spray only on exposed skin or clothing. Keep out of eyes. 

The hours around dusk are when mosquitos are most active. 

 Avoid high-concentration products on skin. Unless you are under a high risk for 

disease use a low concentration. For pregnant women and small children use under 30% DEET 

concentration, the active ingredient in bug repellant. Children two months to two years old 

should have insect repellant applied to their skin more than once in 24 hours. If you do not want 

to apply the spray to your skin, it can be applied to clothing around the pant cuff and neck line 

areas, and on your socks.  
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 Do not inhale. After applying got not breathe in or swallow the repellant. It can cause 

bug spray poisoning.  

 Thoroughly wash.  Wash repellent off the skin after being bitten by an insect is gone.  

 “Fourth of July weekend is always a great weekend to spend time with friends and 

family, but sometimes people can overlook safety,” said Dr. Craven. “You can still have fun, but 

they can also be safe at the same time. Do not overlook the small things and double check your 

surroundings before you light up the first firework of the night.” 

 If you have any incidents during your holiday weekend call The Christ Hospital – Urgent 

Care at 513-564-1366. Urgent Care is open Saturday and Sunday 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and walk-ins 

are always welcomed. For more information about our services, visit 

www.thechristhospital.com/locations/urgent-care-locations.  

-30- 

About The Christ Hospital Health Network: The Christ Hospital Health Network is an acute 

care hospital located in Mt. Auburn with five ambulatory centers and 181 neighborhood offices 

conveniently located throughout the Greater Cincinnati area. Its mission is to improve the health 

of the community and to create patient value by providing exceptional outcomes, affordable care 

and the finest experiences. Led by the region’s Most Preferred Hospital (National Research 

Corporation) for 19 consecutive years, the network is dedicated to transforming care by 

delivering integrated, individualized healthcare and wellness services through its comprehensive 

physician network and advanced specialty service. The Christ Hospital is among only 6% of 

hospitals in the nation to be awarded Magnet recognition for nursing excellence and among the 

top 5% of hospitals in the country for patient satisfaction. For more than 125 years, The Christ 

Hospital has provided compassionate care to all those it serves.  

 

 

      ### 
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Wild Pig Game Chase 

 Lexington, Ky. – Sept. 27, 2016 – The old pigskin went flying through the Big 

Blue Nation, bringing it home for a touchdown at Commonwealth Stadium. A truck 

taking the pig to Honey Hill Farm mobile zoo crashed at the intersection of 

University and Alumni at 9:23 a.m., releasing the gigantic pig onto the streets. The 

game was on. 

 First quarter started with the pig dashing its way to the Shawnee Place 

neighborhood and into a garage. Laura Lee Hobbs and two other students cornered 

the pig and went for the tackle. The pig dodged the tackle and spirited to the streets. 

From there, police were called into play.  

 “We tried to catch the pig while it was running down the sidewalk… I grabbed 

it, but it was too big. It broke free and headed northeast,” stated Officer John 

Kirkwood, the responding officer during the second half of the chase. 

 During halftime, Kirkwood called for more teammates to join in on the game. 

By the end of halftime, police were getting reports of pig sighting from people in 

Shawnee Point. Starting the third quarter, the police cornered the pig in Edgar 

Coleman’s background. However, the pig could not be blocked, even with four 

police officers at hand. Police from there called for their second stringers, animal 

control.  

 The pig ended up at Commonwealth Stadium, blinded sided by the police 
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officer and animal control cars that surrounded it. The sirens for the end fourth 

quarter went off and the game was over.  

 “It nearly got hit by the campus bus,” said Officer Kirkwood, after the pig was 

caught.  

 Once the game was over, the old pigskin retired to the petting zoo to rest from 

its last game. No players were injured and minor damages were made in Shawnee 

Point. More action was seen on this Tuesday morning than the typical Saturday 

University of Kentucky football game.  
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     A Hall of Presidential History  
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 Lexington, Ky. – Nov. 10, 2016 – Imagine looking into the honest eyes of 

Abraham Lincoln or staring into the stern, yet calm face of George Washington 

many people would say it’s not possible, but modern artwork makes it possible. Not 

only can people view presidential history, but people can look back on how politics 

have transformed after centuries of leadership in a hall of presidents.     

 To commemorate the election year, the University of Kentucky Art Museum 

displayed a small collection of the United States of America’s past presidents. Under 

the exhibit name President of the United States or POTUS students as well as the 

Lexington community can view exclusive works of art for free and get a closer look 

into the faces of past and future leaders.  

 The United States of America has voted in 44 presidents since 1789 and now 

Donald Trump will be 45 after Inauguration Day on January 20, 2017. The Art 

Museum showed turning points in American politics as well as keep up with current 

events in its collections. 

 “This is the first time we’ve done a collection based on the presidential election. 

The joy of the space we currently have is that we can respond quickly to current 

events,” said Janie Welker, the Curator of Exhibits and Collections of the University 

of Kentucky Art Museum. 

 The collection includes work from the museum’s permanent collection and 

consists of unique pieces filled with work from 1795 to the current year of 2016. The 
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piece getting the most attention from the collection is the Portrait of George 

Washington created by Gilbert Stuart.   

 “We are very fortunate to have the Portrait of George Washington in our 

collection. That piece as well as the Head of Abraham Lincoln created by Gutzon 

Borglum are two of my favorite pieces in our permanent collection,” stated Welker. 

“Both are very big on imagery.” 

 Within the collection, one unique piece of art that grabs viewers’ attention 

immediately. Actor, director and producer, Harry Shearer, created a video clip called 

Dose Dems, which included never before seen clips of candidates from the 2008 

Democratic election: Hillary Clinton, Barack Obama and Joe Biden.   

 Shearer complied various videos by discovering satellite news feeds while 

working on Saturday Night Live in the 1980s. From there, he started collecting and 

sharing the videos on his website. Dose Dems is a small collection from his larger 

project of video loops entitled The Silent Echo Chamber.   

 The video shows each of the presidential nominees before interviews began or 

sometimes during an actually interview, where the nominee is the only one seen and 

heard. Viewers can watch Obama preparing for interviews by reading a newspaper, 

while Biden eats a donut before speaking to the public. Shearer’s goal was to make 

viewers think about their own assumptions, opinions, trust and truth.  

 “The video is what grabs people’s attention when it shows mocking and jarring 
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sides of a person. It’s interesting to see reactions from the audience,” stated Welker.  

 To bring the current election into the collection, the Art Museum commissioned 

Lexington local artist, Joel Feldman, to create intricate pieces of watercolor 

paintings and drawings. Feldman started the Commentary collection during the first 

round of candidates for the 2016 presidency election, and he generated more than 

100 satiric works in the past several months from the election.  

 In each canvas, candidates like Hillary Clinton, Ted Cruz, Marco Rubio, Bernie 

Sanders and now President-Elect Donald Trump, are depicted with the opinions and 

concerns of American citizens. The concerns portrayed in his collection consisted of 

violence, the media and the United States of America economy. Some of the 

collection also showed robots and aliens, which is supposed to symbolize how 

people are caught up in the political movement.  

 Other pieces in the collection include work from Edward Sorel and Paul Szep. 

Szep took a cartoon spin on one of the biggest scandals in American history, the 

Watergate Scandal, while Sorel takes a comical drawing approach on past 

government leaders.    

  “The entire POTUS collection shows a turning point for a way people view 

the government. It’s really a turning point in American politics,” said Welker. “We 

wanted the collection to be corky and focus more on current politics today.”  

 The University of Kentucky Art Museum are regularly changing its collection 
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so it can reflect current issues. In the future, there’s potential for the election 

collection to return for viewing.  

 “Never say never,” stated Welker. “When it comes to deciding what collection 

to display in the museum, we bounce ideas based on current events.” 

 Students and the community can view the POTUS until November 27, 2016. 

After that time, the collection will be taken down and replaced with another 

collection. The museum is open on Tuesday through Sunday, but hours vary 

depending on the day.  

 As this election year comes to a close, the POTUS exhibit makes Americans 

think about how far the country has come as well as continue to watch as politics 

evolve in years to come. People currently are feeling either happy or upset about the 

results from the election, but when looking at a hall of faces of past leaders, like 

George Washington and Honest Abe, people can find inspiration.  

          ### 

 

 

 


